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Charles Darwin Primary Academy

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO): Alana Chipperfield
Email: alanachipperfield@inspirationtrust.org
Telephone: 01603 733 166

This SEND information report forms part of the Norfolk Local O�er for learners with special
educational needs and disabilities (SEND). The Local O�er, published by Norfolk County Council’s
Children’s Services, provides an outline for the provision available in Norfolk across education, health
and social care for children with SEND.

What kinds of SEND do we provide
for?

Our academy provides for a wide range of Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). This includes
specific learning di�culties such as dyslexia, dyscalculia
and dyspraxia. It also includes physical and sensory

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer


di�culties, such as visual or hearing problems. We
support children with ADHD and ASD (autism) as well as
children who do not have a diagnosis but who may have
di�culties with communication and interaction. We also
support children with mental health di�culties through
our Nurture provision assessment tools and delivery of
support through our highly trained team of sta�.

We currently have 58 pupils on the SEND register from
Reception to Year 6. This is 12.7% of the school.

There are 8 pupils with an EHCP and 50 pupils on SEND
support. We are currently monitoring and gathering
evidence to apply for a further 5 EHCP’s.





KEY: Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD), Social Emotional Mental Health (SEMH), Speech Language and communication need (SpLCN), Specific Learning
Difficulty (SpLD), Severe Learning Difficulty (SLD), Visual Impairment (VI), Physical Disability (PD), Moderate Learning Difficulty



How do we identify students with
SEND?

There are lots of reasons why a child may fall behind. Only
those with a learning di�culty that require special
educational provision are identified as having SEND. We
use a range of information to help identify SEND. This
includes information from their previous setting,
information from the child’s teachers, parents and from the
child themselves. We may also use screening tools to help
identify the likelihood of conditions like dyslexia,
dyscalculia and language di�culties.

How do we work with parents and
carers of children with SEND?

The views of parents and carers are important to us and we
will involve you in discussions about provision for your
child’s SEND. We will keep you informed about your child’s
progress and take your views into account when reviewing
provision for your child.  We will liaise with outside agency
support to ensure everyone involved in supporting your
child is kept up to date and included in discussion.

How do we involve children/young
people with SEND in their education?

The wishes and feelings of children with SEND are central
to our provision. We involve them in discussions about the



support they receive and we gather their views at regular
points throughout the year.  We will endeavour to gather
your child's voice in their plans and review meetings

How do we assess and review pupils'
progress towards outcomes?

We use a graduated approach. This means that we follow a
process of Assess, Plan, Do and Review.

Assess: when a child is identified as having SEND, we
establish a baseline. This could include data from
assessments and observations as well as discussions with
parents/carers, key sta� and the pupil.

Plan: together we make a plan about what actions need to
be taken and what support needs to be put in place and a
date is set for review.

Do: the plan is put in place as agreed.

Review: the impact of the provision for the pupil is
evaluated. Next steps are established. The cycle may begin
again.



How do we support pupils during
transition?

Transition from nursery to primary school: Charles
Darwin will liaise with the Early Years setting to discuss
support needed and arrange visits ahead of main
transition events as necessary.

Transition from primary school to high school: Charles
Darwin will liaise with high schools to discuss support
needed and arrange visits ahead of main transition events
as necessary.  We will work closely with you to identify the
best transition support for your child.  Additional support
will be o�ered as needed to students with SEND regarding
National Assessments.

What is our approach to teaching
pupils with SEND?

Our approach is inclusive and based on quality first
teaching. This means that lessons are designed to meet the
needs of all pupils, including those with SEND. Teachers
make adjustments for individual pupils based on the
information shared with them and their knowledge of the
pupil. They use a range of strategies to enable access to



the curriculum so that all pupils know more, remember
more and can do more.

What kind of adjustments are made to
the curriculum and the learning
environment of pupils with SEND?

We make the following adaptations to ensure all
students’ needs are met:
● Sca�olding our curriculum to ensure all students

are able to access it, for example, by grouping, 1:1
work, content of the lesson, reducing the cognitive
load and providing feedback.

● Adapting our resources and sta�ng
● Using recommended aids, such as laptops, visual

timetables, larger fonts, etc.
● Di�erentiating our teaching, for example, giving

longer processing times, pre-teaching of key
vocabulary, reading instructions aloud and brain
breaks.

What additional support for learning is
available for pupils with SEND?

Charles Darwin receives funding from the Local Authority
to support students with SEND. This funding is used in a
range of ways:



● Short-term interventions such as Elsa, Lego Therapy
to support children's learning needs.

● Learning aids such as sensory equipment and
software.

● Securing support from specialists outside of the
academy

What expertise and training do sta�
have to support pupils with SEND?

All of our sta� receive training on SEND. Ongoing training
is provided as needed in response to the individual needs
of pupils.

Our SENDCO has completed the National Award for SEND
coordination.

Our Pastoral support team have completed ELSA, Precision
Teaching, Communication Champions, Lego Therapy,
Sensory Circuit, Understanding Children and Young
people's Mental Health.



Additional support may be provided by specialist services
upon referral to an external agency, such as Access
Through Technology or School2School Support.

A pupil may be referred to an external professional, such as
an Educational Psychologist or Speech and Language
therapist for an assessment to help the school understand
how to support the pupil better.

How do we evaluate the e�ectiveness
of the provision made for pupils with
SEND?

We use both quantitative and qualitative data to judge
how e�ective our provision is. Depending on the provision,
this might be assessment data, attendance or behaviour
data or it might be evidence gathered through
observations and questionnaire responses. Wherever
possible, evidence gathered is compared to a baseline
measure so that the impact of the provision can be directly
compared.

How do we enable pupils with SEND to
engage in activities available with

We are committed to ensuring inclusion in extra-curricular
activities. All of our trips, electives (clubs) and activities are



those in the school who do not have
SEND?

open to all students. Where necessary, we consult with
parents/carers and specialist advisers to ensure
accessibility. Additional support may be o�ered to students
with SEND to ensure that they are given support to sign up
if needed.

What support is available for
improving emotional and social
development?

Additional pastoral support is available through our
Nurture Team as well as through the SEND department.
This could take the form of small group interventions with a
specific focus such as social skills or 1:1 mentoring with an
Emotional Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA).

How does the school involve other
organisations, in meeting pupils' SEND
and supporting their families?

We work closely with external organisations to support the
needs of our students and their families:

https://point-1.org.uk/

https://www.matthewproject.org/

https://benjaminfoundation.co.uk/

https://magdalenegroup.org/rose-project/

https://www.theharbourcentre.co.uk/

https://point-1.org.uk/
https://www.matthewproject.org/
https://benjaminfoundation.co.uk/
https://magdalenegroup.org/rose-project/
https://www.theharbourcentre.co.uk/


https://nelsonsjourney.org.uk/

How are disabled pupils supported
within school?

Our building has been adapted to widen accessibility for
pupils with physical disabilities. This includes lifts to access
upper floors, accessible toilets, additional handrails and
clearly marked steps/ ramps.   We have Fire evacuation
plans for pupils that need additional support in the event of
a fire.

How can parents or carers of children
with SEND make a complaint about
the provision made at the school?

We aim to ensure that any complaint is handled
sympathetically, e�ciently and at the right level so that it
can be resolved as soon as possible. Complaints about
SEND provision should be made to the SENCO in the first
instance and will be dealt with in line with our Complaints
Policy.

Where can parents or carers get more
support for children with SEND?

Further advice and support is available from the Norfolk
SEND Partnership and the DfE Parents and Carers Guide.

https://nelsonsjourney.org.uk/
https://www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/
https://www.norfolksendpartnershipiass.org.uk/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/417435/Special_educational_needs_and_disabilites_guide_for_parents_and_carers.pdf


Who should parents or carers or
children/young people contact if they
have concerns?

Parents/carers should contact The SENCO is Alana
Chipperfield (alanachipperfield@inspirationtrust.org).

The SEND linked governor is Danielle Sargeant.


